Buckroe dominates public's comments at council meeting

By Matthew Sturdevant    247-7874    July 9, 2009    HAMPTON

— Buckroe wasn't on the City Council's agenda Wednesday, but dozens of people talked about it during a public comment period.

"Would any of you want to park at a remote lot, wait, wait and wait some more, and then transfer all of the things that your family needs for a day at the beach to a bus or trolley?" Adrian Whitcomb, of Newport News, asked the council.

Whitcomb was referring to the city's arrangement with the Hampton schools to provide overflow parking for Buckroe Beach at an empty lot on Buckroe Avenue near St. Joseph's Catholic Church.

The plan is to provide bus or trolley service from the lot to the beach, and it's a result of proposed development on nearly eight acres of land next to Buckroe Beach Park, including one that has been used as overflow parking. The city has 460 paved, free parking spaces and is planning to add more for a total of 530 or 540.

The council took action on three public hearings and an ordinance — none of which drew a single public comment.

Most, but not all, of the public comments were against proposed residential development in Buckroe. A handful of people spoke in support of plans for new construction on four empty lots.
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