Buckroe petitioners hoping to reverse council vote
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A "petition for referendum" could change the course of action in Buckroe after a 6-1 City Council vote to sell land to developers.

Some of the people who addressed the council on June 10 mentioned a possible referendum and have started gathering signatures.
"We're working on them right now," said Eddie Deerfield, one of the petitioners.

His and other petitioners' contact information is on SaveBuckroe.com.

Here's what would need to happen, according to the city's laws:

Opponents of the ordinances passed by the council would need to form a committee of five people registered to vote in Hampton. They would need to gather signatures from enough registered voters to equal 25 percent of those who voted in the last council election.

The last election was in May 2008, and 25 percent of those who voted is 4,102.

A petition with signatures would need to be filed with the clerk of council within 30 days of the ordinance passing, which would be by Friday, July 10.

The clerk would then present the petition to be considered at the next council meeting. If the council doesn't reverse course within 60 days, the petitioners can ask the clerk of council to give the petition to the clerk of the Circuit Court within 20 days (that's now a total of 80 days after the petition is filed).

The clerk of Circuit Court and voter registrar would then verify that the signatures are of actual registered voters in Hampton and that there are enough to equal 25 percent of those who voted in the most recent council election.

If the signatures are legitimate, the court would set a date to hold the referendum. The ordinance would be suspended until the election.
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