Hampton agrees with Buckroe petitioners, repeals rezoning 

City Council's repeal of a rezoning doesn't answer wheather the city will allow a Parade of Homes in Buckroe
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HAMPTON- The City Council agreed with petitioners and voted 6-1 to repeal a rezoning that made way for development of homes and condominiums on vacant land near Buckroe Beach Park.

Councilwoman Angela Leary cast the dissenting vote, as she did when the land was rezoned in a 6-1 vote on June 10.

Mayor Molly Joseph Ward said she, personally, did not believe putting the issue to a citywide vote would be in the best interest of the city.

However, it's not clear from the vote Wednesday if the city will stand in the way of a Parade of Homes development of single-family houses and condos on a 3.96-acre lot. It could go forward because an attorney for the developer is arguing that the developer has legally "vested rights" in the property and the rezoning approved in June. The city can either disagree and force the issue to go to court, or agree and issue building permits.

Rain and thunder did not deter more than a hundred who packed the City Council chambers on Wednesday to hammer home their position regarding 7.81 acres of vacant land in Buckroe, whether and how it should be developed. 

Some of those in favor of development wore yellow buttons that stated "Revitalize Buckroe," a contrast to T-shirts worn at previous meetings by petitioners and their sympathizers that stated "Save Buckroe" in red letters on a white background.

"We are not killing Buckroe," said Peggy Blake, who spoke in favor of development as fulfillment of the Buckroe Master Plan.

By contrast, Joe Skelly told council members, "You're selling the precious part of Hampton."

Hugh Bassette said the city ignored the "best proposal" by a minority development team: former NFL players turned developers Bruce Smith and William Fuller.

Despite favoring the Smith-Fuller proposal, Bassette said development will give the beach to the wealthy and the city is saying, "You poor people stay home and run water in your backyard."

The attraction Wednesday was how the council would respond to the petition signed by more than 7,300 people. The petition asked to repeal a June 10 rezoning of four vacant lots in Buckroe that were made available to two development teams: Tommy Thompson with the Peninsula Housing & Builders Association and, separately, Fuller's Fulco Group with Bruce Smith Enterprise LLC.

After the signatures were gathered, the council spoke behind closed doors about a new compromise - to scrap plans for Fuller and Smith to develop two lots closest to the beach and keep those lots available for parking and seasonal, beach-themed, commercial kiosks.

The new compromise would also allow Thompson and the builders association to move forward with a Parade of Homes because an attorney for the developer argues the developer has legally "vested rights" to the land and the rezoning approved, according to an e-mail sent to "Friends of Buckroe" by Councilman Randy Gilliland. Smith and Fuller would be given an option on land north of Pembroke Avenue between Mallory and Second streets.

The city has the choice to agree with Thompson's attorney and issue permits to build, or to disagree and not issue permits. If the city agrees with Thompson's attorney, a Parade of Homes could go forward regardless of the petition or the fact that the Parade of Homes doesn't fit the existing zoning, which is commercial.

Councilman Paige V. Washington Jr. said people have told him that the city doesn't want to give the Buckroe lots to black developers Smith and Fuller.

"That is not the case," he said, adding, "Racism doesn't have a part to play in this ... and I reject that particular sentiment."

Gilliland said he also spoke to Fuller and Smith to see if they would accept the new compromise. They said they did.

