Petitioners halt Buckroe development

By Matthew Sturdevant    247-7874    July 9, 2009    HAMPTON

— Plans to build condos and homes near Buckroe Beach Park were suspended Wednesday when petitioners delivered about 7,000 signatures of people opposed to the proposed development.

A committee of five petitioners and others went to graduations, church services, restaurants and shopping centers to get names. They had 30 days to gather 4,102 signatures of registered Hampton voters in order to freeze the City Council's 6-1 approval of a zoning ordinance on June 10.

The council voted to rezone 7.81 acres from a mix of residential and commercial zoning designations to a new "Buckroe Bayfront" designation.

Plans by developer Tommy Thompson and former NFL-players-turned-developers Bruce Smith and William Fuller were designed to match the city's master plan for that area, along with a pattern book that has a long list of architectural specifications.

Without the rezoning, the land can't be developed the way it has been proposed and agreed upon by builders and city officials.

For example, Thompson's Parade of Homes fits the zoning guidelines approved by the council in June, but not the previous commercial zoning on the 4-acre lot that the city agreed to sell him, said Senior City Planner James Freas.

So development is halted, and the City Council has two options: repeal the ordinance, or do nothing. If they do nothing, the petition eventually could become a referendum decided by voters at the polls.

The next step: The petition will be on the Aug. 12 council agenda, said Clerk of Council Katherine Glass.

Wednesday was the petitioners' day to celebrate and to talk about the work they had done.

"People even called us and asked us if we could come to their house so they could sign," said Mary Ashley.

The five-person committee leading the petition drive gathered Wednesday on the first floor of City Hall before heading up to the eighth floor to present the petitions. They talked about ousting council members who voted to rezone the land despite vocal opposition.

Shirley Gellis said to fellow petitioner Eddie Deerfield, "What did you hear from people — 'It's time for a change'?"

Deerfield replied, "A change on council."

Gellis, Deerfield, Ashley, Joan Charles and Sandra Canepa are on the committee. Charles checked the addresses of those who signed the petition and said at least 668 that she verified were people who live within the Buckroe ZIP code 23664.

The petitioners have until Friday to submit additional signatures.

"This is not all of them," Deerfield said. "We've got more."

Buckroe petition by the numbers 

7,000  Approximate signatures handed in Wednesday

4,102  Signatures needed to be gathered within 30 days of June 10

770  Pages turned in to the Clerk of Council

668  Minimum signatures from people in the Buckroe ZIP code 23664
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******************************************************************************  
Do you think the development should go forward as planned?
Please answer survey question at:

http://www.dailypress.com/news/dp-local_buckroe_0709jul09,0,5761418.story?track=rss
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Joe Fudge, Daily Press / July 8, 2009     Petitioners, from left, Sandra Canepa, Eddie Deerfield, Joan Charles, Mary Ashley and Shirley Gellis hand deliver to Hampton City Council more than 700 pages of signatures of people opposed to the proposed development near Buckroe Beach Park. 
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Joe Fudge, Daily Press / July 8, 2009    The committee members meet with Katherine Glass, clerk of council, at Hampton City Hall to deliver the petitions in person on Wednesday. Buckroe petitioners are handing over over 7,000 signed petitions to repeal Ordinance No. 09-0238. 
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